MODELLING
CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTORY REMARKS
SVMIIOLISM is the striking and general interest embodied in the representation of animals in the early epochs of sculpture, Their forms were for the artist the means by which certain ideas received material expression; the lion, for example, was symbolical of courage; the cat, of mysterious prudence and treachery; the hawk, of avidity; the cow was the sacred image of beneficent fecundity; the serpent, the owl, were the emblems of watchfulness; the soaring bird signified the upward flight of the soul.
Each country had its favourite animals, according to the symbolism attaching to them, or to the uses they could be put to. The Hindus, who had come to live with the elephant on terms of familiarity, were fond of representing it in their architecture, carrying the architrave of their temples, and typifying the power of inert and massive resistance. The Assyrians